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Striving to follow John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules 

Do No Harm   Do Good   Stay in Love with God 

 
 

 

Most Americans, learning about Thanksgiving’s origin, hear or read about the destitute Pilgrims who 
suffered greatly during their first bitter winter in America. Many Pilgrims got sick, and half of them 
died.  
 
What we don’t focus on enough is the fact that Native Americans took pity on the Pilgrims. They 
befriended the newcomers and gave them food. They taught them how to survive the vicious cold 
months.  
 
Then, when the earth grew warm again, the Indians taught the Pilgrims how to grow various crops 
and how to store any surplus. It was primarily because of the natives’ friendship and helpfulness that 
the Pilgrims began to eke their way from disaster to fruitfulness.  
 
It’s no wonder that when the Pilgrims had their first successful harvest, they invited their Indian 
neighbors to celebrate with them. The natives didn’t come empty-handed. They furnished venison, 
wild turkeys and probably vegetables from storage. It was, more or less, a potluck affair. The Pilgrim 
leaders prayed gratefully at the occasion.  
 
We can be confident that an unseen but not unexpected Guest was very much present that day. 
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    In just a few weeks, we will conclude the sermon/discussion series 
Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations. What happens next will be a 
surprise to all of us, I’m sure. Now that we have been immersed in Radical 
Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-
Taking Mission and Service, and (soon) Extravagant Generosity, we can 
begin to work towards being a more fruitful church, a church that is better at 
serving God through serving others. 
Now that we understand how important the Five Practices are, we cannot 
turn and walk away from them. We must find ways to thread all of them 
throughout the church’s life and our lives.  
Many churches, once they’ve finished studying the Five Practices, will 
create a new ministry, a project designed to help the community or beyond. 
One small church on our district, much smaller than Jamieson, started a 
thrift shop, and has given away around $15,000 from its earnings. 
Clarksville doesn’t need another thrift shop. The Ruritans have got that 
covered very nicely. But, we need to consider how we will serve God by 
serving Clarksville and beyond. We started the discussion Sunday, 
November 1, and will continue it on November 8. You may want to come to 
the discussion at 7pm and get a sense of the energy and excitement that is 
building in our church, and to make your contribution as well. 
These are exciting times. God is at work. We seem to be more willing to let 
God work within us and among us. When that happens, there is no limit to 
what we can do for Clarksville and the world. Don’t miss it! 
 
 

 
Peace and Prayers, 
 
 

  Walt 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER 

 
Jamieson will be participating with other area churches in hosting a Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
to be held at the Clarksville Community Center on Wednesday, November 21, 2009, for 5pm to 8pm.  
The meal is free of charge.   Anyone interested in attending is welcome.  Take out meals and meals 

for shut-ins will also be available and may be picked up at the Fellowship Hall of the Clarksville 
Baptist Church.    

 We are looking for volunteers to help set up, serve the food, deliver meals to shut-ins and to clean up 
after the event.  If you would like to be a part of this community effort there is a sign up sheet in the 

back of the Church sanctuary.   Any questions please call 374-2649. 
 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries   
                            Robert Corron        3         Kenneth Morgan        6 

Laura Ramsey     9  Janelle Langford  11 

Rodney Locklear  13  Myrna Howerton  17 

Katie Connolly  22  Virginia Henderson  27 
 

Kevin & Christy Bagbey 7  Lewis & Kathryn Madison 26 

 

       
 

 November 1   November 8     
Nursery           Michelle Gibson  Debra Lenhart 
Young at Heart         Mary Parker   Heather Harvell 
Children Church        L Castle & H Harvell       Betty Miller 
Lay Reader                Myrna Howerton  Lynn Harvell 
Altar Flowers  Communion   Keith & Janelle Langford 
                               
                              November 15  November 22      November 29 
Nursery                     Patricia Yeates  Ken & Sally Morgan      Scotti & Taylor Moore 
Young at Heart          Lynn Harvell   Ginny Henderson      Win Baker 
Children’s Church     Scotti Moore   Betty Miller 

A guest at the table  

For, after all, put it as we may to ourselves, we are all of us from 
birth to death guests at a table which we did not spread. The sun, 

the earth, love, friends, our very breath are parts of the banquet. 

Shall we think of the day as a chance to come nearer to our 

Host, and to find out something of him who has fed us so long?              

ðRebecca Harding Davis 

 



Lay Reader                Linda Pulliam  Cassie Westbrook      Priscilla Gilbert 
Altar Flowers  Worship   Worship       Worship 

 
 

November is Advocate Month! 
 

 
Do you currently subscribe to the Virginia Advocate?  Now is the time to renew your 

subscription.  If you don’t currently receive the Advocate, this subscription drive gives 
you the opportunity to discover what a unique publication it is. 

 
The Virginia Advocate is a full-color newsmagazine.  It helps to keep us connected with 
United Methodist news and upcoming events for our conference and beyond.  It relays 
stories of faith in action and ideas that we can try at Jamieson.  If you have never read 

a copy of the Advocate, there are back issues in the rear of the sanctuary for you to 
browse. 

 
Subscriptions are $15 per year for 12 issues.  Save money by subscribing for 2 years 
at $25 or 3 years at $36.  Order forms for the Virginia Advocate will be in the church 
bulletin during the month of November.  They may be turned in with payment to the 

church office or Barbara Cowley or may be placed in the offering plate.  Checks should 
be made out to Jamieson Memorial United Methodist Church.  Please write Advocate 

as a note on your check.  Take this opportunity to subscribe! 
 

Have you been looking for a solution to connect your church 
projects via email and calendars easily? Has your church group been wanting an easy 

website to share information for FREE?   Do you need to survey people often for 
information on church functions (luncheons, preferences, activities, etc) and struggle 
with phone calls and emails to get the answers?   Do you need easy to use document 
software that is FREE?  When searching Google do you find thousands of sites to look 

at?   On November 14, 2009 learn how you can use Google Gmail, calendar , 
documents, forms, searches and more FREE to improve  personal and church 

communications.   If you have a special project you wish to get a solution for, bring it 
with you!!  Sheila Beck, speaker, sponsored by the Education Committee.  Call the 



church office to register for breakfast at 8:30 am followed by the program from 9-11 
am. 

 

Jamieson Memorial United Methodist Church  Administrativ e Council October 8, 2009 

 

In attendance:  Greg Carkhuff, Irene Chapman, Larry Chapman, Leigh Felton, John Gilmore, Fran Green, Lori 

Hamlett, Terry Kirkpatrick, Steve Roberts, Elaine Senz, Joe Senz, Walt Westbrook  

Opening:  N/A 

Steve Roberts called the meeting to order and reviewed items on the agenda. 

Minutes of the September 3rd meeting were approved.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE :  (Terry Kirkpatrick):  John Gilmore said that the new bank account at Wachovia is 

setup and ready to do the first payroll.  Carter Bank still requires release signatures from Richard Pulliam, Terry 

Kirkpatrick and Lori Hamlett.  Bill paying will be done on line.  Lori Hamlett and John reviewed the income 

and expense items.  Fran brought up that the UMCOR information used to be a separate line item on the budget.  

Lori and Fran will get together to resolve this item. 

SPIRITUAL LIFE :   

MISSIONS COMMITTEE :   (Fran Green)    

Each month the committee will be doing a "mission moment".  Marjorie Carkhuff did the September 

commentary on the South Dakota Tree of Life Ministry.  Fran will be doing a presentation in November about 

the Bing's well drilling efforts in Zambia.  Fran also 

brought up the fact that the Advocate had sent out a plea for flood buckets.  Fran has $1,000 to use for this 

project and said he would send $500 now and save the additional amount for later.  In mid November/December 

the Heifer Project will be presented to the congregation.  He also said that there is a group of volunteers going 

to Madeline's House on Saturday, October 10
th
 to work on constructing a partitioned room and stabilizing a 

fence.  He thinks this will be more than a one day project and costs for materials are running higher than 

anticipated. 

REACH AND RELATE :  (Elaine Senz and Lori Hamlett)  Lori said the Hanging of the Greens is scheduled 

for Sunday, December 6
th

.  Refreshments will be served.  Reach & relate is currently working to organize a 

group (the SOUPremes) of women/men to make a monthly soup for distribution to the elderly and our shut-ins.   

Additionally, to better serve our senior members who do not like to drive after dark or go out in the evening, the 

"Chat & Chew" program is planned for reactivation in January 2010.  Betty Miller and Louise Sheppard will 

co-chair this event. 

Bereavement:  The updated Bereavement Brochure has been finalized and distributed to the pastor, church 

secretary and the leader of each of the bereavement teams.  Lori said that she thought having the brochure in 

place would be very beneficial.     

Fellowship Dinners:  Wednesday, October 21, 2009, 5:30 PM, will be our Pot Luck (w/recipe) event.   

We are still waiting to hear whether or not there is going to be a Community Thanksgiving meal.  Walt said the 

pastors are meeting next Thursday (Oct 15
th
) and he will know more about the event then.  If there is not going 

to be a "community" event, the plan is to have a Thanksgiving meal in November at Jamieson. 

SHEPHERDS:  (Elaine Senz)  On September 14
th

 the Shepherds met with eleven people in attendance.  We 

welcomed new Shepherds Barbara Harvell and Joan Roberts.  Joanne Gilmore is also a new Shepherd but had a 

previous commitment that evening.  Shepherds are working on a "uniform notification" letter to be sent to all 

people/families to explain the program and to notify each person who their Shepherd will be for 2010.  The 

letters are to be placed in the church mailboxes (all on the same day) so everyone receives the information at the 

same time.  The group now has the luxury of Frank Davis and Richard Pulliam working as "as needed" 

resources for the program.  Next meeting is scheduled for January.   

WORSHIP:  (Lori Hamlett)   

EDUCATION :  (Michelle Gibson)  On October 31
st
, there will be a Saturday morning breakfast series on 

Breast, Bone and Prostate Cancer.  The Safe Sanctuaries Policy has been distributed.  To keep the Council 

informed, Leigh Felton mentioned that there have been some discussions about the possibility of combining 

Sunday school classes with the Presbyterian Church.   

YOUTH:     JUMPY will be hosting a "Trunk or Treat" Halloween event on Saturday, October 31
st
. from 6PM ï 

8PM at the Presbyterian Church.  People are asked to decorate their trunks and bring bags of candy for the 



youth to pass out.  Sign up sheets for trunks will be in the back of the church throughout October.   JUMPY is 

also working on shoeboxes for Samaritan's Purse for children ages 2-4, 5-9, and 10-14.   Items needed include:  

shoeboxes or shoebox size plastic containers, Christmas wrap, small toys (no war related items), school 

supplies, hygiene items (no liquids), socks, washcloths, combs, brushes, hard candy or gum.  It costs 

approximately $7 to ship each box and the group typically sends 20-30 boxes.  Donations for shipping are also 

appreciated.  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  (Greg Carkhuff)  Greg said that the issue of the copper nails is being discussed 

with Chris Thompson.  Mike Cowley is ordering a stabilized varnish (with UV protection) for the front doors of 

the Church.  Greg said another issue that needs to be addressed is the flashing above the cove molding which is 

rusting.    

UNITED METHODIST MEN :   There was no representative in attendance but Lori asked men present to 

bring up at the Men's Breakfast on Sunday whether or not the men wanted to host the blood drive at the 

Community Center for November (the Monday after Thanksgiving).  Volunteers would be needed to help sign 

people up and process them.  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN :  (Irene Chapman for Linda Pulliam) Steve Roberts introduced Irene 

Chapman as the new UMW President for 2010.  Irene received a warm welcome from the Council.  Saying that 

she thought our "Radical Hospitality" was working; Irene discussed the success of the Potato Supper 

highlighting the fact that it broke records and included many people from outside Jamieson.  She spoke to the 

success of the three session series "Women of the Bible" with Rev. Jane Lyon as guest speaker.  She said the 

UMW is going on a day trip to Madeline's House on October 10
th
 to work in the Thrift Store.        

COMMUNICATIONS:   (Greg Carkhuff)   Greg expressed his appreciation for the fine job Deb Connolly had 

done in establishing our Church website.  He has sent her a personal note of appreciation.  He said website 

information should be sent to Linda Pulliam.  Greg will be creating a storage file for all Jamieson pictures.  He 

asked that any pictures from Church events or groups be sent to him.  He also said that with regard to the Five 

Practices, he has challenged each member of their committee to come up with an idea to improve 

communications for Jamieson.  In their discussions, the committee thought it would be a good idea to create a 

Church business card.  Additionally, at some point in the future, Greg would like to tape Walt's sermons.  

Currently he and Walt are working on a 6 minute "Welcome" speech from our pastor to be on the website.  Next 

meeting is scheduled for October 20
th
. 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE :   

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS:    
LAY LEADER :  (Leigh Felton)   Leigh and Walt visited Skipworth Methodist Church which is closing.  Leigh 

said it is probably too far a drive for the members of the congregation to drive to Clarksville.  Walt said he 

hasn't heard anything. 

PASTOR:    Walt spoke about his concern that the scheduled October 24
th
 group exercise at the Morgan's 

would be premature as we would only be half way through our discussion of the Five Practices.  Discussion 

followed and it was determined that since everyone had committed to that date, we should use the opportunity 

to our benefit.  The idea of discussing our job descriptions was brought out; Walt and Joe Senz will discuss 

further.  Additionally, the Council agreed upon Saturday, December 12
th
, to meet collectively when the Five 

Practices has been completed.  Walt also stated that the Community Pastor group will meet on Thursday, 

October 15
th
.  Walt will try to get information as to whether or not there will be a community wide 

Thanksgiving meal.    

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

NEW BUSINESS:  Elaine Senz said that it is difficult at events in the Fellowship Hall for handicapped people 

and the elderly to go down to the basement to use the bathroom facilities.  She asked that the Trustees look at 

possible option of using bathrooms in the basement of the church.  People felt the doors in the Church are too 

narrow.   

 

Next meeting:  November 12, 2009.   

 

Closing - Walt 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 



 

Elaine Senz for Linda Pulliam, Secretary 
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God of the humdrum 
 

If God is not in your typewriter as well as your hymnbook, there is something wrong with your 

religion.  

 

If God does not enter your kitchen, there is something wrong with your kitchen.  

 

If you canõt take God into your recreation, there is something wrong with your play.  

 

If God for you does not smile, there is something wrong with your idea of God.  

 

We all believe in the God of the heroic. What we need most these days is the God of the 

humdrum ñ the commonplace, the everyday.  

 
ðPeter Marshall 

 

 

 

 


