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Striving to follow John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules 

Do No Harm   Do Good   Stay in Love with God 

 

 

Be transformed It’s Labor Day weekend — a time to 

rest from our labors. But this is also an opportunity to reflect on our daily 

work and discern whether our effort is thankless and uninteresting or 

something that gives us deep and lasting satisfaction. God intends for our 

work to be much more than a job, much more than a daily grind. It should 

be, instead, a vocation — which means, quite literally, a “calling.”  

 

In Romans 12:2, Paul challenges us with the words: “Do not be conformed 

to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that 

you may discern what is the will of God — what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.”  

 

The apostle’s advice, then, is to be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds. Paul says be transformed by discovering what the Lord God is 

calling you to do.  

—Homiletics 
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First, I want you all to know that I got my hymnal back. It had gone missing, and I’d feared 
some sort of malicious mischief. It turns out I had been mistaken about the intent of the 
culprit, and it was just a misunderstanding. I am enormously grateful for the return of the 
hymnal, since I’d spent dozens of hours writing in guitar chords on hundreds of hymns. I was 
not looking forward to doing that again any time soon. I am counting on this hymnal to last 
me until the United Methodist Church puts out a new hymnal, whenever that may be. 
Now, as we begin a “new year” as far as church activities go, I wanted to explain one of the 
things I find myself saying pretty often in sermons: “God loves you infinitely and 
aggressively.” 
God’s love is a given in Christianity. We know God loves us. John 3:16 tells us that explicitly. 
In the New Testament book of First John, we find, twice, the phrase, “God is love.”  The 
whole life and ministry of Jesus Christ was a manifestation of God’s love. 
So, my contribution to this is my feeble attempt to clarify the nature of God’s love.  

1. DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ WƻƘƴ оΥмс ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

world, not just for good people, or Jews, or Christians, or Americans. God loves the whole 

world. And he loves each of us individually, not as part of a group. So, God loves your worst 

enemy just as much as he loves you, which brings us to the next point: 

2. DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŦƛƴƛǘŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōƛƎΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ŜƴŘΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘΦ DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ 

much that nothing you can do will ever make God stop loving you, or even love you any less. 

On the other hand, there is nothing you can do to make God love you any more, either. His 

love for you is infinite. There is no more to be had. 

3. DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ DƻŘ ƛǎ 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ǇƻŜƳ ōȅ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ Ǉoet Francis Thompson entitled The Hound 

of Heaven. And that hound is God, who will not let you go. He comes after you wherever you 

ŀǊŜΣ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƘƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ 

foul and disgusting that God will not willingly follow you, in order to love you, whether you 

feel worthy of that love or not.  

So, that’s what I mean when I say God loves you infinitely and aggressively. I say that 
often because I think we all have trouble believing it. We don’t feel worthy of such love. 
That’s because we are not worthy. None of us is worthy of God’s infinite and aggressive 
love. Fortunately, we don’t have to be. 



 
Peace and Prayers, 
 
 

  Walt 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come explore the  opportunities to learn about the 

Education Committee, Sunday School classes,  and volunteer options for the 

upcoming year.   Come join in the food, fun and fellowship!  

Come join the fun!  

September 13 th  

9:45 ð 10:45  

Overflow area  

Boy Scout Troop 7450, ch artered 

to Jamieson Memorial UMC, is in 

need of an Assistant Scoutmaster. 

Anyone willing to serve, please 

contact Steve Roberts at 374 -

2847  

Congratulations 
Pauline Decker 

 

20 Years of 
 

Hospice Service! 



Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
 
 
Jerry Ramsey  9/09    Ben Arthur   9/14 
Walt Westbrook  9/15    Mac Crowder   9/17   
Lori Hamlett   9/19    Linda Pulliam   9/20 
John Morgan   9/22    Stephen Roberts  9/22 
Betty Norwood  9/27    Christy Bagbey  9/28 
 
Jerry & Rolene Ramsey  9/04   Eddie & Win Baker  9/06 
Ken & Marilyn Mink   9/07   Warren Halstead  9/12 
Richard & Linda Pulliam  9/16 

 

 
 
 

 

       
 

  September 6     September 13      
Nursery               Mary Parker    
Young at Heart          Mary Parker    Heather Harvell  
Children Church         L Castle & H Harvell        Betty Westbrook  
Lay Reader                 Lynn Harvell    Linda Pulliam  

Altar Flowers    Communion    Jerry & Rolene Ramsey 
                               
                               September 20    September 27  
Nursery                      Robin Bowen    Dave Eason 
Young at Heart           Lynn Harvell     Ginny Henderson 
Childrenõs Church      Scotti Moore    Scotti Moore 
Lay Reader                      Priscilla Gilbert  
Altar Flowe rs   Robin Bowen    John & Joann Gilmore 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

UMW Potato Supper 

The Annual UMW Potato Supper will be held on Friday, September 25, 5:00-7:00pm, in the 
church Fellowship Hall.  Tickets, available from UMW members, at the church office, or at the 
door, are $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for children.  The meal includes a baked potato, toppings, 

salad, dessert, and beverage.    The Silent Auction which will begin on September 9 will 
ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀǘ тΥлл ǇƳΦ  tǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎΩǎ tƻǘŀǘƻ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ŎŀǳǎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ tƻǘŀǘƻ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ 

AmerƛŎŀΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƻ 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜΣ Ŏƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  {ƛƎƴ-up sheets are 

posted in the overflow area for contributions of desserts, salad items, and other supplies for 
this project.  UMW members are also asked to sign up for volunteer jobs to support the 

supper. 
 

UMW Silent Auction  

The UMW fall fundraiser for local missions will kick off at the Fellowship Dinner on September 9 with our 
favorite church auctioneers introducing an array of valuable items and services.  A few items will be auctioned 
live that evening, but Church members and friends will have an opportunity to register their bids for many 
others throughout the following two weeks.  Bidding will conclude and winners will be announced at 7:00 pm 
on September 25 at the Potato Supper.  The UMW is seeking contributions of services or items of value 
(suggested $15 or more) for the auction.  Contact Sally Morgan or Mildred Jolly to donate. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



227th Session 
Virginia Annual Conference 

The United Methodist Church 

 
What If Church Werenôt Just A Place We Go, 

But Something We Do? 
 
Keynote Speakers:  
 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, is serving in the Chicago area & gave a stirring message.  He is the author of the book, Draw 
Water From the Common Well.  The night prior, our Conference spent hours on the wording of The Book of 
Discipline & who could join the local church.  Bishop Jung pointed out that if the church was doing the work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we would not worry so much about who is in and who is out. ~ We then sang together ñThere is a 
Balm in Gileadò. 
 
Dr. Gil Rendle serves as senior consultant with The Institute for Clergy and Congregational Excellence of The Texas 
Methodist Foundation in Austin, Texas. ~ He spoke to the body twice with the topic of ñTroubled Waters and Healing 
Wholenessò. ~ He talked about how when a system doesnôt know what to do, it does what it knows, or stays the 
same, never changing.  He pointed out things that I feel are true in this church...we cannot blame one person or one 
given program for the drop in attendance.  For instance, since I have been a member (since 1999).  People have 
dropped from our rolls..  Some because of deaths, some families have moved (when Walt & I first came here the 
closing of 2 factories were devastating; we lost many active members who were forced to move away from our 
area), some have been college age students who have left for school then never returned to the Clarksville area. ~ 
Dr. Rendleôs 2

nd
 presentation was ñThe Test of Paying Attentionò. 

 

Interesting Facts:  
 
This is linked to our churches web site.  You can find all the information...click ñresourcesò, then ñ2009 Va. Annual 
Conferenceò...you will be able to see each dayôs events!  
 
 More than 160 people showed up for the (sweet) potato drop at 5am!  Most of them were youth.  Over 17 tons of 
potatoes were bagged for the Society of St. Andrew & were picked up by 17 local agencies that were given out to 
the hungry throughout the Tidewater area. 
 
Kits: Total of 38,070 which included 1,802 birthing kits, 2,009baby/layette kits, 16,199school kits, 15,633 health kits,  
2,356 sewing kits  & 88 flood buckets.  In addition, there were monetary donations that equaled $76,804.  Also, 
9,800 pounds of food have been donated for this yearôs food drive. 
 
The Conference Offering totaled more than &200,00.  (Our church gave $250.00) This went to 3 different things this 
year, Mozambique, Brazil &Petersburg. 
 
 
13 were ordained elder, 2 ordained deacon, 28 commissioned as provisional members & 26 licensed as local 
pastors.  19 pastors retired. 
Blackstone Assembly Center is planned on being refurbished in stages. 
 
 

Wording changes were voting upon by ballot.  These ballots will be merged with the ballots from other state 
Conferences to decide on how the Book of Discipline will be changed.  Recommendations were made by our 

Common Table (this took years) then our body voted on their suggestions after we heard different opinions from the 
floor. 
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Bones of the c hurch The òbodyó of a church has four kinds of bones:  

 

1. The WISHbones are those folks who spend all their time wishing someone else 

would do all the work.  

 

2. The JAWbones are those who do all the talking and very little else.  

 

3. The KNUCKLEbones are  those who knock everything anyone else tries to do.  

 

4. The BACKbones are those who get under the load and get the work done.  

 

What kind of bone are you?  


